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Professor Ann Skelton is an internationally renowned child rights expert.
She is a Professor of Law at Leiden University, where she holds the Chair in
Children's Rights in a Sustainable World. She is also currently a member of
the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child, and was appointed
Chairperson in May 2023, for a two-year term.

Professor Skelton has worked as a children’s rights lawyer in South Africa
for over 30 years. She played a leading role in child law reform through her
involvement with the committees of the South African Law Reform
Commission that drafted the Child Justice Act and the Children’s Act. Ann
was the Director of the Centre for Child Law for ten years, where she
initiated its strategic impact litigation work. She is currently also a Law
Professor at the University of Pretoria, where she holds the UNESCO Chair:
Education Law in Africa. She is an internationally recognised researcher and
has published widely on children’s rights, education law and restorative
justice.
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She is a visiting professor at the University of Strathclyde, and receive an
Honorary Doctorate from that University in June 2023. She was the first
holder of the Rotating Honorary Chair: Enforcement of Children’s Rights at
Leiden University.

Professor Skelton is an advocate and has appeared as counsel in many
landmark child law cases in the South African superior courts, including 12
cases in the Constitutional Court. Her awards include the Honorary Worlds’
Children’s Prize, presented by Queen Sylvia of Sweden (2012) and the
Juvenile Justice Without Borders award presented by the International
Observatory on Juvenile Justice (2017) and she is currently an International
Ambassador for the British Society of Criminology. She was the chairperson
of the Advisory Board of the United Nations Global Study on Children
Deprived of their Liberty.
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approach to adolescents’ sexuality. Leiden Law Blog. Leiden (Leiden
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e Skelton A. & Batley M. (2021), A comparative review of the incorporation of
African traditional justice processes in restorative child justice systems in
Uganda, Lesotho and Eswatini. In: Gavrielides T. (Ed.), Comparative restorative
justice. Cham: Springer. 245-264.

e Skelton A. (2019), A hiding to something: reduction of violence against children
in South Africa’s justice system. In: O’Brien W. & Foussard C. (Eds.), Violence
against children in the criminal justice system: global perspectives on
prevention. Routledge Frontiers of Criminal Justice. Abingdon: Routledge. 145-
163.

e Skelton A.M. (2019), Human rights and restorative justice. In: Gavrielides T.
(Ed.), Routledge International Handbook of Restorative Justice. Routledge
Handbooks. London-New York: Routledge. 32-42.

e Kangaude G.D. & Skelton A.M. (2018), (De)criminalizing adolescent sex: a rights-
based assessment of age of consent laws in Eastern and Southern Africa, SAGE
Open 8(4):.

e Skelton A. (2018), Child justice in South Africa: application of international
instruments in the Constitutional Court, International Journal of Children's
Rights 26(3): 391-422.

e van der Merwe A. & Skelton A.M. (2015), Victims' mitigating views in sentencing
decisions: a comparative analysis, Oxford Journal of Legal Studies 35(2): 355-
372.

e Skelton A.M. (2008), Restorative justice in child justice systems in Africa. In:
Sloth-Nielsen J. (Ed.), Children's rights in Africa: a legal perspective. London:
Routledge. 129-145.

e Skelton A.M. (2002), Restorative justice as a framework for juvenile justice
reform: a South African perspective, British Journal of Criminology 42(3): 496-
513.

S

Global C o At
A | Terre des homes Y ey, INCHERESHES Uy AiMF  comus  ~S

INTERNATIONAL



http://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-74874-6_12
http://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-74874-6_12
http://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-74874-6_12
http://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-74874-6_12
http://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-74874-6_12
http://doi.org/10.4324/9780429440793-9
http://doi.org/10.4324/9780429440793-9
http://doi.org/10.4324/9780429440793-9
http://doi.org/10.4324/9780429440793-9
http://doi.org/10.4324/9780429440793-9
http://doi.org/10.4324/9781315613512-4
http://doi.org/10.4324/9781315613512-4
http://doi.org/10.4324/9781315613512-4
http://doi.org/10.1177/2158244018806036
http://doi.org/10.1177/2158244018806036
http://doi.org/10.1177/2158244018806036
http://doi.org/10.1163/15718182-02603003
http://doi.org/10.1163/15718182-02603003
http://doi.org/10.1163/15718182-02603003
http://doi.org/10.1093/ojls/gqu026
http://doi.org/10.1093/ojls/gqu026
http://doi.org/10.1093/ojls/gqu026
http://doi.org/10.4324/9781315571607
http://doi.org/10.4324/9781315571607
http://doi.org/10.4324/9781315571607
http://doi.org/10.1093/bjc/42.3.496
http://doi.org/10.1093/bjc/42.3.496
http://doi.org/10.1093/bjc/42.3.496

S5TH WORLD CONGRESS ON JUSTICE WITH CHILDREN

“ADVANCING CHILD-CENTRED JUSTICE:
Preventing And Responding to Violence Affecting Children In Child Justice Systems”

" JUSTICE
X WITH SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE
CHILDREN

Publications

e Skelton A.M. & Potgieter H. (2002), Juvenile Justice in South Africa. In:
Winterdyk J.A. (Ed.), Juvenile justice systems: international perspectives.
Toronto: Canadian Scholars' Press. 477-502.

e Skelton A. & Frank C. (2001), Conferencing in South Africa: returning to our
future. In: Morris A. & Maxwell G. (Eds.), Restorative justice for Juveniles:
conferencing, mediation and circles. Oxford: Hart Publishing. 103-120.

e Pinnock D., Skelton A. & Shapiro R. (1995), New juvenile justice legislation for
South Africa: giving children a chance, Chronicle 4(1): 4-9.
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