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Dr. Alexandra Martins is a Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice Officer and
the Coordinator of the UNODC Global Programme to End Violence against
Children at the UNODC Headquarters in Vienna, Austria. Her work includes
the development of international laws and policies and the provision of
technical assistance to countries worldwide regarding prevention and
responses to violence against children, including the treatment of children
in contact with the justice system as victims or alleged offenders. She has
amassed over 23 years of work experience in the field of criminal law and
child rights, having worked as a criminal lawyer in Brazil and as a Programme
Officer with the international NGO, Save the Children, in Italy. Since 2005
she has been working with the Division for Operations, at the Headquarters
of UNODC. She initially worked as a Crime Prevention Expert with the
Justice and Integrity Unit, and also covered the functions of Programme
Officer at the Latin American and Caribbean Unit. She attained her degree in
Law from the University of Sao Paulo, Brazil, holds a postgraduate
qualification in Criminal Procedural Law and a Ph.D. in Criminal Law from
the University of Florence, Italy. She played a key role, as a staff of the UN
Secretariat, in the development of the international normative instrument
titled UN Model Strategies and Practical Measures on the Elimination of
Violence against Children in the Field of Crime Prevention and Criminal
Justice, which was adopted by the UN General Assembly in 2014.
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