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Abstract

Children and young people that come in contact with the law are likely to have

neuro-disability (ND), which refers to some form of condition of the brain that leads to

developmental impairment, with the most common being Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI). This

may occur as a result of fights, falls and assaults.

The speakers will share examples of policy and practice developments in this area-

pre-judicial, judicial and custody. They will also provide examples of good practice and

encourage future innovations to not only improve the lives of those affected but also reduce

crime in future.

Three key take-aways of the session

● To enable justice personnel in identifying possible TBI in those on their caseload

using screening tools.

● To encourage changes in justice systems by screening for TBI to enable better

management of children and young people to reduce incarceration and crime.

● To involve justice professionals in discussion to share and adopt new approaches in

this area.
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Objectives

● Information sharing on neuro-disability (ND) and Traumatic Brain Injury

● Best practices, policies and future innovations

● Future collaborations

Expected Outcomes:
➢ Awareness creation

➢ Networking

Speakers:
● Moderator: Prof. Huw Williams

● Panelists
1. Prof. Huw Williams

A Clinical Neuropsychologist and researcher of Neuro-disability in people in contact

with the law. Has worked in London as a Clinical Psychologist in various services. As

an academic, he has largely focussed on the areas of Policy and Practice linked to

research on the role of Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI) in crime. In 2019, he was awarded

a Fellowship of the BPS and the Barbara Wilson Award for Lifetime Achievement in

Clinical Neuropsychology.

2. Frances Sheahan
Senior Legal and Advocacy Advisor at Consortium for Street Children. A lawyer and

child rights expert with over 17 years’ experience on child rights law, policy and

programming in Egypt, Ethiopia, Kazakhstan, Kosovo and South Sudan. She previously

worked with UNODC, UNICEF, Save the Children International and Penal Reform

International.

3. Prof . Nathan Hughes
Previously, a senior lecturer in social policy and social work at the University of

Birmingham, having completed his PhD at the university of Warwick. He is also

visiting senior fellow at the School of Government of the University of Melbourne,

and honorary researcher at the Murdoch Children’s Research Centre, Melbourne. He

joined Sociological studies in 2017.
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