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Abstract

Children and young people who come into contact with the law are likely to have a
neuro-disability (ND). That is, some form of condition of the brain that leads to
developmental impairment. The most common being Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI — from falls,
fights and assaults). Which we have shown to be present in more than half of young people
wo are incarcerated.

TBI is often co-morbid with other conditions, such as ADHD (Attention Deficit and
Hyperactivity Disorder). ND’s are often accompanied by language and social communication
problems. Due to impulsiveness, and poor social skills, they are linked to greater violence -
which can be addressed through rehabilitation. They are also more prone than non-ND to
self-harm and suicidality.

The United Nations Committee on the Rights of the Child issued a commentary on the
Justice convention which states that children with Neuro-disability (ND) are heavily
represented in those who enter custody, and should have their needs identified whilst
detained, but, moreover, should not be made at risk of being imprisoned in the first place.

We will present examples of policy and practice developments in this area — pre-judicial,
judicial and custody. Key leaders in this field will provide examples of good practice, and we
will establish a working group to encourage future innovations. This would not only improve
lives of those affected, but also, we argue, reduce future crime.
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Three takeaways of the session

e The adoption of actions (e.g. screening and support) by justice officials for identifying
TBI and complicating existing trauma to then enable practice to evolve in the area.

e To establish a working group to encourage and share good practice across states for
screening for TBI and better management of affected children.

e To establish a follow up mechanism for enhancing support in future for initiatives.

Objectives

e To highlight the need for judicial systems to take account of Neurodisabilities in the
management of children and young people before the law. This is as mandated by
the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child.

e To make Justice personnel - particularly those who sentence - aware of the
prevalence and impact of Traumatic Brain Injury in children and adolescents.

o To understand the role of TBI in complicating existing trauma. And to enable adapting
practice to account for deficits and difficulties that may be present following
identified TBI.

e To enable Justice personnel in identifying possible TBI in those on their caseload
using screening tools.

e To encourage changes in justice systems by screening for TBI to enable better

management of children and young people to reduce incarceration and crime.

Expected outcomes

>

an agreement on how to account of Neurodisabilities in the management of children
and young people before the law.

the adoption actions (e.g. screening and support) by justice officials for identifying
TBI and complicating existing trauma to then enable practice to evolve in the area.
to establish a working group to encourage and share good practice across states for
screening for TBI and better management of affected children.

to establish a follow up mechanism for enhancing support in future for initiatives.

Speakers
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o Huw Williams

Professor Huw Williams is a qualified Clinical Neuropsychologist and researcher of
Neuro-disability in people in contact with the law. Gained a PhD and then Doctorate
in Clinical Psychology from the University of Wales, Bangor. Then worked in London
as a Clinical Psychologist in various services (Stroke, Neurorehabiliation,
Neuro-Disability, and Primary Care) and the founding staff team of the Oliver
Zangwill Centre (OZC) for Neuropsychological Rehabilitation and a Visiting Scientist at
the Cognition and Brain Sciences Unit in Cambridge. Since becoming an academic has
largely focussed on the areas of Policy and Practice linked to research on the role of
Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI) in Crime. Having shown that most people in prisons have
had some form of brain injury. Particularly at a young age. Which is linked to greater
violence. He is an advisor to a number of national (e.g. UK Ministry of Justice) and
international (e.g., UN Office for Drugs and Crime) agencies. And given evidence to
Parliamentary bodies, including the Justice Committee UK & NI Parliament & the
Justice Committee of the Scottish Parliament. Which has led to changes in National
policy and practice in the UK and other jurisdictions globally, such as revision of the
UN Convention on Rights of the Child — Justice. He appears regularly in Hansard as his
work has been cited by leading MPs in debates in the House of Commons. Has also
made many Radio and TV appearances. Most recently, as the main contributor to The
Economist article and editorial on Brain Trauma and Crime. In 2019 he was awarded
a Fellowship of the BPS and the Barbara Wilson Award for Lifetime Achievement in
Clinical Neuropsychology.

Catherine Wiseman-Hakes, PhD

Clinician Researcher and Lecturer at the University of Toronto. Catherine's areas of
expertise include cognitive rehabilitation neuroscience, basic science to clinical
applications, cognitive-communication disorders, the role of sleep in neuroplasticity,
cognition and neuro-recovery. Her clinical and research interests include
cognitive-communication disorders in vulnerable populations (youth and adults in
the criminal justice system, women survivors of intimate partner violence); and
cognitive-communication and return to learn for students with mTBI/concussion and
persistent symptoms.

Matthew Eaton-Kent

Matthew is a criminal defence and child protection lawyer with a practice in Toronto,
Ontario and Nunavut in Canada's arctic region. Matthew has worked on several
judicial reform projects for youth including Ryerson University's Cross-over Youth
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Project, the National Indigenous Courtworkers' Indigenous Youth-Centred Justice
Project, McMaster University's Youth Justice - Traumatic Brain Injury Project and the
Brain Injury Society of Toronto's Justice Tool Kit.



