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Abstract

The disproportionate representation of children from racial and ethnic minorities,

Indigenous children, children with disabilities and children from low socioeconomic

backgrounds in prisons and detention centres is a reality in many child justice systems across

the globe. Evidence suggests that this is not merely a result of differential offending rates,

but is often fuelled by discriminatory laws and law enforcement practices and by disparities

in decision-making throughout the child justice system. Such disparities are at odds with the

principle of equality and non-discrimination under international children’s rights law (Art. 2

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child) and have profound and long-lasting consequences

for the well-being and future life chances of the affected children and society.

This panel aims to address and explore the meaning and implications of the principle of

equality and non-discrimination in child justice, in theory and practice. Informed by

perspectives from Australia, India, North-western Europe and the United States, the panel

scrutinizes underlying drivers of discrimination and inequality in the administration of child

justice and explores what is required to establish a fair and equitable child justice system.

Objectives
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This panel discussion aims to address and explore the meaning and implications of the

principle of equality and non-discrimination in child justice, in theory and practice.

Moreover, the panel aims to identify underlying drivers of discrimination and inequality in

the administration of child justice, informed by perspectives from Australia, India,

Northwestern Europe and the United States. Finally, the panel aims to explore what is

required to establish a fair and equitable child justice system and aims to share and discuss

promising practices, reform efforts and potentials for cross-national collaboration.

Expected outcomes

➢ the enhancement of knowledge and understanding of the meaning and implications

of the principle of equality and non-discrimination in child justice;

➢ the advancement of understanding of underlying drivers of discrimination and

inequality in the administration of child justice;

➢ the dissemination of promising reform efforts;

➢ the establishment of new, cross-national collaborations and initiatives that aim to

address and tackle discrimination and inequality in child justice systems.

Speakers

● Moderator

Dr Yannick van den Brink

● Chat moderator

Gurpreet Singh

● Panelists

1. Dr Yannick van den Brink

He is Associate Professor of Criminal Law and Criminal Procedure at Vrije

Universiteit Amsterdam (the Netherlands) and a Rubicon Research Fellow at

the University of Cambridge, Institute of Criminology (United Kingdom). He

publishes and teaches widely on themes related to youth justice, criminal

justice, children’s rights and human rights. In addition to his academic work,

Van den Brink serves as a deputy judge in the Youth Court of the District

Court of The Hague.
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2. Bharti Ali

Development professional and social activist working for the rights of women

and children for the last 29 years, with a specific focus on access to justice.

She is one of the Co-founders of HAQ: Centre for Child Rights (Delhi, India)

and currently its Executive Director.

3. Enakshi Ganguly

Development researcher and a human rights activist working on issues of

women, children and other marginalized groups for over three decades. Since

co-founding HAQ: Centre for Child Rights in 1999, she worked on children’s

rights till she stepped out in 2018. She is Honorary Professor at National Law

University, Odisha and Co-Convenor of Working Group of Human Rights

(WGHR), India.

4. Dr Faith Gordon

Senior Lecturer at The Australian National University and an Associate

Research Fellow at the Information Law and Policy Centre, IALS. Faith is the

author of the monograph, 'Children, Young People and the Press in a

Transitioning Society' (2018) and co-editor of 'Leading Works in Law and

Social Justice' (2021).

5. James Bell

Founding President of the W. Haywood Burns Institute, Oakland (CA), US.

James and his colleagues work to transform the administration of justice.

Their work challenges the social control of communities of color by the justice

sector and other public systems by employing strategies and tactics that

establish a community centered alternative to the administration of justice

anchored in structural well-being.

6. Karen Baynes-Dunning

A former juvenile court judge, she has dedicated her career to improving the

quality of life for children, youth and families in the US. Over the past 25

years, she has served in numerous leadership positions in the public and

nonprofit sectors to help improve the public policies and services that affect

the lives of young people.


