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Abstract

This training is based on the outcomes, good practices and challenges of the two-year

project i-RESTORE. Protecting child victims through restorative justice, a project coordinated

by Terre des Hommes and financed by the Justice Programme of the European Commission

(2019-2021). It originated from the idea to improve the position of child victims in criminal

procedures by using restorative justice (RJ) interventions and to give children and young

people a voice in issues that matter to them. The main objective of i-RESTORE was to

promote the use of restorative justice in cases involving child victims by improving

knowledge amongst national stakeholders on child victim-friendly restorative justice and

empowering children to advocate for better protection of child victims. This project includes

children involved in child justice who have been harmed by a criminal offence (for example

domestic and/or sexual violence) and children who have been harmed as a result of their

contact with the criminal justice system in general.

iRESTORE focused on three countries: Albania, Romania, and Greece. A comparative review

of current laws, policies, strategies, practices, capacities, research and initiatives related to

restorative justice such as victim offender mediation and (family group) conferencing was

developed, followed by training materials and an e-learning tool. National reports were

1



2021 WORLD CONGRESS ON JUSTICE WITH CHILDREN

15-20 November 2021

“Ensuring access to justice for all children: towards non-discriminatory and

inclusive child justice systems”

published and trainings were given for professionals in the three target countries. Unique is

the involvement of young people through Child Advisory Boards established in the three

countries since the start of the project, and the active involvement of professionals from

different areas who took part in the Restorative Justice Advisory group.

Restorative justice is being implemented in child justice and consequently also in cases

involving child victims. While many countries have recognised the importance of this type of

conflict resolution in cases involving children, a more comprehensive understanding of the

pitfalls, challenges to access and good practices are lacking. By promoting the use of

restorative justice for child victims, benefits will result for them; this process, however, must

be conducted following the appropriate methods and safeguards, to ensure that no further

harm is caused to the victim. This is largely because children may be placed in vulnerable

situations, for example when they do not receive adequate preparation, support and

follow-up. Furthermore, power imbalances are more likely to arise when dealing with child

victims and adult offenders.

This training will be based on one of the activities created for the training courses of

i-RESTORE (e.g. a discussion of a case from different points of view: judge, mediator, parent,

child, advisor, school director, guidance counsellor). It will also include the following

activities:

● information on restorative justice and child victims, focusing on their needs and

rights

● show how to build capacities and foster mutual learning among national policy

makers and practitioners in criminal justice to implement child victim-friendly

restorative justice

● show how to involve and empower children to advocate for better protection of child

victims in restorative justice

● raise awareness and advocate for child sensitive restorative justice approaches in

cases involving child victims.

Objectives

The training is designed to build and/or increase the capacities of different children’s rights

professionals attending the world congress on restorative justice for child victims who are

harmed by criminal behaviour and children who come in conflict with the law for various

reasons. The main objectives of the training are:
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● increase knowledge on standards, needs and rights of child victims and child accused

on their participation in child justice procedures

● raise awareness on restorative justice in cases involving children and young people,

with additional attention for child victims

● provide knowledge and tools to work in a more child-friendly way

● share experiences of young people and explain possibilities how to involve them

even better

● reflect on a case study taking different (professional and other) roles.

Expected outcomes

➢ Enthusiastic audience who want to know more about the use of restorative justice

for young people. An e-learning tool is waiting for them.

➢ Participants are able to

● Describe what restorative justice for children and young people entails, what

good practices are and be aware of challenges involved

● Name ways and provide knowledge and tools to work in a more child-friendly

way.

● Ideas on how to improve the practice of participation in their own country for

child victims and accused

Trainers

● Main: Emanuela Biffi (Belgium) and Annemieke Wolthuis (The Netherlands) are

colleagues in the EU-funded project “i-RESTORE: Protecting child victims through

restorative justice”, coordinated by Terre des hommes in 2019-2021. Both work for

the European Forum for Restorative Justice (EFRJ), a European network organisation

bringing together more than 400 members, including practitioners, researchers and

policymakers dedicated to the restorative justice field in criminal justice, as well as in

other settings where conflict may occur and crime be prevented (e.g. communities,

families, schools, work places). Annemieke is also working for Restorative Justice

Nederland, also a partner in the project.

● Marcos de Barros, project coordinator of i-RESTORE and working for Tdh, will also be

present and active in the intro phase.
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