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Abstract

The relationship between restorative justice and children’s rights has yet received little

attention, which is of increasing relevance to the theory and practice of restorative justice.

The panel gives an introduction of different aspects of the topic as described in the book to

be launched.

Three key take-aways of the session

● Increased Knowledge of the audience on restorative justice and children’s rights

● Tools and ideas for the work on the national level and or in their own professional

lives

● More ideas for trainings and lobby work in this area

Objectives

● To give participants more info on children’s rights and restorative justice and the

relationship between rights and needs

● To discuss good practices and challenges regarding restorative justice and young

people
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● To create a lively debate on restorative youth justice, which will incorporate some of

the authors of the book

Expected Outcomes:
➢ Participants to find useful reviews of international human rights documents and

legislation, policy and practices in countries in Europe, Africa, Asia, Latin America,
North America, Israel and New Zealand as captured in the book

➢ More children and young people who can get access to restorative justice practices

Speakers
● Moderator: Dr. Annemieke Wolthuis

● Chat Moderator: Tim Chapman, Chair EFRJ

● Panelists
1. Dr. Annemieke Wolthuis

Children’s rights expert, researcher, trainer and mediator. She works for
Restorative Justice Nederland, a substitute youth judge at the Court of
Rotterdam, member of the editorial board of the Dutch-Flemish Journal on
Restorative Justice and vice-chair of the EFRJ.

2. Tim Chapman
A visiting Professor at the University of Strathclyde in Scotland and the
Universita degli studi di Sassari in Italy. He is the current chair of the EFRJ and
has contributed to the development of restorative justice in both community
and statutory sectors in Northern Ireland.

3. Maia Chocua
A Georgian lawyer with a master degree in public administration and over 20
years experience in justice sector reform. She supported the development
and implementation of the Juvenile Justice Code of Georgia and continues to
work on promotion of restorative justice in Georgia, including expansion of
mediation to adults.

4. Renate Winter
Justice Renate has been a juvenile judge in Austria when it introduced
restorative justice for children. She worked for UNODC co-drafting model laws
and comments, working with governments on the introduction of juvenile
justice systems. She also became an international judge with the UNMIK in
Kosovo, dealing with war crimes, crimes against humanity and genocide.
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5. Diane Geraghty

A. Kathleen Beazley Chair in Children's Law Professor of Law and Director,

Civitas ChildLaw Center Co-director of the Center for Criminal Justice

Research, Policy and Practice - Loyola University Chicago - USA. A member of

the Loyola faculty since 1977, Professor Geraghty developed and directed

Loyola's nationally recognized CivitasChildLaw Center. Her teaching,

scholarship, and service focus primarily on all aspects of the law as it affects

children and families. For nearly a decade she served as the director of the

Illinois Models for Change initiative, which is a national initiative to promote a

more fair and effective response to young people in conflict with the law.

Currently she co-chairs Loyola’s new interdisciplinary Center on Criminal

Justice Research, Policy and Practice. Professor Geraghty has served as a

consultant on legal education and children’s rights in Africa and Asia and is

the recipient of many awards for her contributions to children's law, including

the American Bar Association Livingston Hall Award, the National Council of

Juvenile and Family Court Judges Award, and the Women of Concern

Leadership Award. From 2004 - 2005 she served as Interim Dean of the

School of Law. In 2009 she received Loyola University Chicago's Faculty

Member of the Year award.

6. Cédric Foussard

An expert in juvenile justice for children, working at an international level. Mr.

Foussard is the Senior Advisor, Advocacy and Global Learning at Terre des

Hommes. For more than a decade, he was the Director of the international

Juvenile Justice Observatory, an international NGO that promoted a global

approach to child rights, especially children in conflict with the law. He is the

lead organiser of the World Congress on Justice with children.
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