
2021 WORLD CONGRESS ON JUSTICE WITH CHILDREN

15-20 November 2021

“Ensuring access to justice for all children: towards a non-discriminatory and inclusive

child justice systems”

Workshop Programme

Telling the Whole story:  trauma and injustice that black children experience

in America and the power of their resilience despite the odds

Date Tuesday, 16th November 2021
Timing 20:00 - 21:30

CET
14:00 - 15:30

New York
17:00 - 18:30
San Francisco

Organiser(s) Dr. Aleksandra Chauhan - Juvenile Defender Advocate, South Carolina
Commission on Indigent Defense

Institution South Carolina Commission on Indigent Defense
Type of Workshop Panel discussion
Topics Systemic racism and the disproportionate criminalization of children from

indigenous, ethnic and other minority groups in justice systems across the
globe.

Region North America
Language English

Abstract

The US’ obsession with policing and incarcerating Black America begins with black children.

Unlike the white youth, who are allowed to experiment and afforded the freedom to test

their boundaries, black youth are seen as a threat to white America and are denied healthy

adolescent development. The discussion will explore the discriminatory and aggressive

policing of black adolescence  and generate a path for action.

Three key take-aways of the session

● Black children are children, and they need to be treated with the dignity and

humanity to which they are entitled

● Main strategies to reduce the especially harmful effects of over policing and systemic

racism on black children include policy changes, incorporating and affirming race

history in schools’ curriculum and regulating and incentivizing humane contact with

black youth

● Adults need to understand how racial trauma impacts adolescent health and that

communities thrive when leaders treat young people as partners and problem

solvers.
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Objectives

● To discuss discriminatory and aggressive policing of black adolescence that has

socialized a generation of black teenagers to fear, resent and resist the police

● Explore long term consequences of racism at the hands of the police and their

vigilante surrogates and highlight the effects of the police presence in schools

● Create an opportunity to discuss the extraordinary resilience of black youth, generate

a path for action to engage youth in affirming racial identity and learning to speak

out against injustice in safe and constructive ways

Expected Outcomes:
➢ Participants grasp that they play a great role inlaying the foundation for resilience of

black youth by helping them develop a strong racial identity and cultivating a healthy
sense of health

Speakers
● Moderator

Dr. Aleksandra Chauhan
Juvenile Defender and Advocate at the South Carolina Commission on Indigent
Defense. She focuses on statewide juvenile justice data collection, training and
support of juvenile defense attorneys. She holds a PhD in Political Science and J.D.
from the University of South Carolina.

● Chat Moderator: Gabby Williams

● Panelists
1. Prof. Kristen Henning

The Blume Professor of Law and Director of the Juvenile Justice Clinic and
Initiative at Georgetown Law. She served as the Law school’s Associate Dean
for Clinics and Experiential Learning and writes extensively about race,
adolescence and policing. Recently published a book, THE RAGE OF
INNOCENCE: HOW AMERICA CRIMINALIZES BLACK YOUTH.

2. Dr. Michael Lindsey
A lawyer and clinical psychologist. He is an adjunct professor in the
department of psychology at Southern Methodist University in Dallas, TX, at
the University of Nevada and adjunct faculty for the National Council of
Juvenile and family Court Judges.
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3. Trey Baker
Recently graduated from Mundelein High School with highest honours.
Currently the Senior Advisor for the MBK Chicago Action Team. His work
involves developing culturally and historically responsive education
frameworks for several school districts, juvenile justice and police
accountability reform,fighting economic insecurity and driving restorative
change.

4. Christen Craig
An artist, advocate and community leader. She advocates for young women
and empowers the youth. Now working as the Community Impact
Coordinator and educates the youth on the importance of health
relationships and effective communication.

5. Tiffany Palmore-Sistrunk
Has a nursing degree and is a mother. She is a strong advocate for children’s
rights and always stands up against unjust systems.
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