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Topics Ensuring that the voice of the child is heard in child justice systems.
Fulfilling children’s rights in contexts of legal pluralism.

Region North America
Language English

Abstract

The child's voice is important in custody cases. Be that as it may, , there are several

circumstances where the preferences of the child should not be honored by the Court.This

training will identify the custody factors in several countries, and explain why the child's

preferences would not be in the child's best interests.

Three key take-aways and one output of the session

● Understand the importance of the child's voice in custody determinations.

● Learn how the age of the child is operative in some countries.

● Learn the circumstances where the child's preference may be contrary to the child's

best interests.

Objectives

● Information sharing on importance of child’s voice in the determination of custody

● Best practices from different countries

● Networking and future collaborations
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Expected Outcomes:
➢ To have participants understand that in as much as the voice of the child is

paramount in the determination of custody, there exists justified circumstances that
the same can be denied or not honoured by the Court.

Speaker
● Moderator

Dr. Ken Lewis
A College Professor of Social Work, a full-time child custody evaluator, having been

appointed in 30 USA states, Canada and Belize. He is also a member of the National

Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges in the USA and the International

Association of Youth and Family Judges and Magistrates.
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