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Workshop Programme

The Council of Europe HELP free online courses on children’s rights

Date Thursday, 18th November 2021
Timing 12:00 - 14:30

Geneva
17:00-18:30

Cairo, Amman, Beirut
Organiser(s) Malika Smaali
Institution Council of Europe
Type of Workshop Training (with Certificate IDE)
Topics Discrimination experienced by children and young people

affected by migration, including refugees, unaccompanied
foreign children and children of foreign parents.
Ensuring that the voice of the child is heard in child justice
systems.
Building resilient child justice systems in times of crises and
pandemic.
Tackling violence within child justice systems and ensuring
child friendly approaches for child victims, offenders, and
witnesses.

Region MENA
Language Arabic

Abstract

Under its programme ‘Building a Europe for and with Children’ the Council of Europe works

with governments, civil society, other international organisations and many other

stakeholders to uphold and expand the protection of children’s rights in Europe. It also

promotes a holistic and integrated approach to children’s rights and mainstreams children’s

rights across all relevant policy areas. The upcoming Strategy for the Rights of the Child

(2022-2027), which is currently elaborated by the Steering Committee for the Rights of the

Child (CDENF) and foreseen to be adopted in early 2022, will place a strong focus on

promoting child-friendly justice for all children, including through the continued

implementation of the Guidelines of the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe on

child-friendly justice. The Council of Europe Programme on Human Rights Education for

Legal Professionals (HELP) works to enhance the capacity of judges, lawyers and prosecutors

and other professionals, in all 47 Council of Europe member states and beyond, to apply the

European human rights standards in their daily work. in one sentence: HELP develops and

implements free online courses on human rights for legal and other (justice) professionals.

The HELP online courses are hosted on the HELP online platform Council of Europe HELP

(help.elearning.ext.coe.int). They can be taken as:
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● Self-learning courses, available publicly for free, with unlimited access

● Tutored courses organised in cooperation with a national partner institution

The Council of Europe HELP Programme and the Children’s Rights Division have in close

cooperation developed a series of online courses on children’s rights:

- HELP course on Child-friendly Justice, dealing with the following topics: Introduction to

child-friendly justice; Non-judicial proceedings; General elements; Interactions with children

in judicial systems - main challenges; Interdisciplinarity; Deprivation of liberty; Violence

against children.

- HELP course on Refugee and Migrant Children, dealing with: Introduction to the legal

framework, Child-friendly procedures; Alternatives to detention; Family reunification; Social

rights and integration; Guardianship and Age assessment.

- Specific HELP Modules on o protection of children from sexual exploitation and sexual

abuse o rights of children in the digital environment

Objectives

● To briefly present the Council of Europe’s work on child-friendly justice.

● To inform attendees on the free, publicly accessible Council of Europe HELP online

courses on Child-friendly Justice, Refugee and Migrant Children, and the specific

modules on protection of children from sexual exploitation and sexual abuse and on

children in the digital environment.

● To inform how various actors/stakeholders can benefit from these courses.

● To present an experience from these courses’ implementation at the national level.

Expected outcomes

Increased awareness of the Council of Europe HELP courses as a free available resource on

children’s rights and child-friendly justice.

In the long run, increased awareness of the relevant professionals on children’s rights and

child-friendly justice.

Speakers

● Malika Smaali

Chargée de projets Droits de l'homme au bureau du Conseil de l'Europe au Maroc

depuis 2011 et chargée des dossiers relatifs à la violence à l'égard des femmes et la

2



2021 WORLD CONGRESS ON JUSTICE WITH CHILDREN

15-20 November 2021

“Ensuring access to justice for all children: towards non-discriminatory and

inclusive child justice systems”

violence doemstique, la lutte contre la traite des êtres humains et la protection des

enfants. Depuis 2019 j'ai rejoint l'équipe HELP en tant que point focal de ce

programme au Maroc et dans le Sud de la Méditerranée.

● Samir El Ghalmi

● Rachid Meziane
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