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Abstract

As part of its commitment to support child friendly justice systems that protect and fulfill

children’s rights, Defense for Children International (DCI) MENA sections along with regional

experts and the participation of children, worked on developing the “Arab Manual for Child

Friendly Justice”. This manual was adopted by the League of Arab States (LAS), in 2019 and

accordingly, a joint action plan was developed to empower actors within the child justice

sector in this regard.

The workshop will focus on introducing the manual, which is a unique guiding tool for

professionals highlighting the best practices for dealing with children in the justice sector

according to international standards. The workshop will be facilitated by DCI MENA Regional

Desk and will host key expert speakers who participated in the development of the manual.

The first speaker will introduce the manual, its sections, the methodology adopted, as well

as the joint plan with the LAS for its promotion. The speaker will also present the general

principles for child friendly justice.

The second speaker will address the practical practices for ensuring the best interest of

children in contact with the law mainly during judicial procedures. The speaker will also
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highlight the international conventions and standards as well as positive practices from the

MENA region on how to ensure the application of this principle.

The third speaker will shed light on the importance of child participation and children’s

rights to be heard within the justice sector focusing on this right during judicial procedures

and within care and rehabilitation centers.

The fourth speaker will address the importance of providing holistic child friendly services

for children who come into contact with the law focusing on quality legal services and case

management. The speaker will then present the DCIP’s Socio legal Defense Centers as an

innovative model.

Three key take-aways and one output of the session

The output of the session is to empower justice sector actors to promote and apply the child

friendly justice guiding principles.

Three take-aways will include:

● Positive practices and recommendations for enhancing child friendly justice systems

in the MENA region.

● Increased knowledge and new tools/models to use including the Arab child friendly

justice manual and the SLDC model.

● A platform of sharing experience among participants at a MENA level.

Objectives

● A guiding conceptual framework that helps build friendly justice systems in the Arab

countries is developed.

● Justice sector actors are empowered to promote and apply the child friendly justice

guiding principles.

● Sharing of positive practices and recommendations for enhancing child friendly

justice system in the MENA region

Expected outcomes

➢ Participants’ knowledge on the addressed topics is increased.
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➢ A platform of sharing experience among participants is created at a MENA level.

➢ Participants are introduced to new tools and models including the Arab child friendly

justice manual and the SLDC model adopted by DCIP

Speakers

● Moderator

Lina Qumsiyeh

She is Regional and Programs' development Coordinator forDefense for children

International, Palestine and MENA regional desk. She is a consultant in program

development aspects within the NGO sector in Palestine and is an activist in national

and regional child rights networks.

● Panelists

1. Adv. Khaled Quzmar

He is the General Director for Defense for Children International – Palestine

and MENA regional desk. Former lawyer in courts defending the rights of

Palestinian children in Israeli military detention. He is a human and child

rights expert and an activist in many national and regional human and child

rights networks.

2. Dr. Suhair Tubas

She is the Courts Inspector at High Judicial Council in Jordan, a judge in

Amman juvenile court, first instance court, and first instance criminal court,

and judge in Amman Appeal Court. She is a regional expert and a researcher

and provides advisory and legal support services as well as trainings for

justice actors. Tobasi is a lecturer at regional and international level focusing

on access to justice for children and youth.

3. Dr. Lazhar Jouili

Head of the Criminal Court of Appeal in Tunis, former commissioner of state

disputes, he is a professor of law at the university and a researcher in history,

civilization and heritage. He is also an international expert in human rights,

head of the legal aid department for refugees in Tunisia, member of the

scientific commission of the Arab Institute for Human Rights and the

president of Defense for Children International- Tunisia.
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4. Adv. Sawsan Salahat

She is a lawyer and the head and coordinator of socio-legal department in

Defense for Children International – Palestine, a regional expert in child rights

within the justice sector and a technical advisor for DCI MENA program. She is

a researcher in child rights and women rights and an activist in many national

and regional child rights and women’s rights networks.


